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Complete guide to United States military medals 1 offers an in-depth exploration of the rich history,
significance, and classification of the various medals awarded within the U.S. Armed Forces. These
medals serve not only as tokens of honor but also as symbols of service, sacrifice, and
achievement. Whether you are a service member, a veteran, a family member, or a military
enthusiast, understanding the intricacies of military medals can deepen your appreciation for the
sacrifices made by those who serve. This comprehensive guide aims to shed light on the different
types of medals, their histories, criteria for awarding, and how they are worn and displayed.

The Importance of Military Medals in the U.S. Armed Forces

Military medals are more than decorative items; they embody recognition for acts of valor,
exceptional service, and specific accomplishments. They foster pride among service members and
serve as a visual record of an individual's military career. Medals also promote camaraderie and
respect within the military community, honoring those who have gone above and beyond the call of
duty.

Overview of U.S. Military Medal Categories

The medals awarded by the U.S. military can be broadly categorized into several groups based on
their purpose and prestige:

- Service Medals: Recognize participation in specific campaigns, conflicts, or service durations.

- Valor and Gallantry Medals: Awarded for acts of heroism and bravery.

- Achievement and Commendation Medals: For meritorious service and noteworthy
accomplishments.

- Unit Awards: Honors entire units for collective excellence.

- Campaign and Expeditionary Medals: Denote participation in particular military operations or
campaigns.

Understanding these categories helps contextualize each medal's significance and the criteria
involved.
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The Most Prestigious Medals in the U.S. Military

Certain medals hold higher prestige due to their strict criteria and the valor they recognize. These
include:

- Medal of Honor: The highest military decoration awarded for personal acts of valor above and
beyond the call of duty.

- Distinguished Service Cross / Navy Cross / Air Force Cross: Recognize extraordinary heroism in
combat.

- Silver Star: Awarded for gallantry in action.

- Bronze Star Medal: Recognizes heroic or meritorious achievement or service in a combat zone.

These medals symbolize the ultimate recognition of bravery and service.

The Medal Awarding Process

The process of awarding medals varies depending on the medal type but generally involves:
- Recommendation: Initiated by commanding officers or peers based on observed acts or service.
- Review: The recommendation undergoes review by appropriate military authorities.
- Approval and Presentation: Once approved, medals are officially awarded and presented to the

recipient, often in formal ceremonies.

Understanding this process underscores the importance of proper recognition and the honor
associated with receiving a medal.

Commonly Awarded Service Medals

Service medals are among the most frequently awarded and include:

- National Defense Service Medal: Awarded for service during designated periods of national
emergency.

- Global War on Terrorism Service Medal: Recognizes service in the Global War on Terror.

- Korea Defense Service Medal: For service during the Korean Peninsula conflict.

- Vietnam Service Medal: For service during the Vietnam War.

These medals are typically awarded to personnel who meet specific service criteria during
designated periods.
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Valor and Gallantry Medals in Detail

Medals recognizing bravery are awarded for actions that demonstrate exceptional heroism. Key
medals include:

- Medal of Honor: Awarded for conspicuous gallantry at the risk of life above and beyond the call
of duty.

- Distinguished Service Cross/Navy Cross/Air Force Cross: For acts of heroism in combat
situations.

- Silver Star: For gallantry in action not meeting the higher criteria for the Medal of Honor or
service crosses.

Each of these medals has specific criteria, often requiring eyewitness accounts and detailed reports.
Achievement and Commendation Medals
These medals recognize noteworthy efforts and contributions that improve unit performance or

demonstrate exceptional dedication:

- Legion of Merit: Awarded for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of
outstanding services.
- Soldier?s Medal/ Navy and Marine Corps Medal/Air Force Medal: For heroic acts not involving
combat.
- Army Achievement Medal: Recognizes meritorious achievement or service.
They serve to motivate continued excellence and recognize everyday heroism.
Unit Awards and Their Significance
Unit awards honor entire military units for collective achievements. Notable examples include:
- Presidential Unit Citation: Awarded for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy.
- Valorous Unit Award: Recognizes units for extraordinary heroism in combat.
- Meritorious Unit Commendation: For valorous or meritorious achievement by a unit.

These awards foster a sense of collective pride and highlight the importance of teamwork.

Campaign and Expeditionary Medals
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Campaign medals commemorate participation in specific military campaigns or operations.
Examples include:

- American Campaign Medal: For service within the American theater during WWII.

- European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal: Recognizes service in WWII European and
African theaters.

- Afghanistan Campaign Medal: For service in Operation Enduring Freedom.

- Korean Service Medal: For service during the Korean War.

These medals often feature campaign-specific ribbons and device attachments denoting specific
participation.

How Medals Are Worn and Displayed
Proper display and wear of medals are essential in military tradition. Key points include:

- Order of Precedence: Medals are worn in a specific order based on their importance, from
highest to lowest.

- Uniform Regulations: Each branch has detailed guidelines on how medals are attached and
displayed.

- Civilian Wear: Medals can be worn on civilian clothing during commemorative events, following
specific protocols.
Understanding the proper display honors the recipient and reflects military discipline and pride.
Collecting and Preserving Medals
Medals are often collected as memorabilia or family heirlooms. To preserve them:

- Keep medals in a dry, clean environment.

- Use proper mounting and storage techniques.

- Research their history for proper identification and context.
Collecting medals can serve as a meaningful way to honor military service and history.

Conclusion

The United States military medals are a testament to the bravery, sacrifice, and dedication of service
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members. From the highest honors like the Medal of Honor to campaign and service medals, each
piece embodies a story of courage and commitment. Understanding the different types of medals,
their significance, awarding process, and proper display practices enriches our appreciation of
military traditions and the individuals who uphold them. Whether as a service member, veteran, or
supporter, recognizing the value of these medals helps preserve the legacy of service that defines
the U.S. Armed Forces.

Additional Resources

For further information, consider consulting official military websites, such as:

- U.S. Department of Defense: [www.defense.gov](https://www.defense.gov)

- Army Medals and Awards: [www.army.mil](https://www.army.mil)

- Navy and Marine Corps Medals: [www.military.com](https://www.military.com)
- Air Force Medals: [www.af.mil](https://www.af.mil)

Understanding military medals enhances respect and recognition for those who serve and the
history they represent.

Complete guide to United States military medals 1

The United States military has a rich tradition of valor, service, and sacrifice, which is vividly
reflected in the extensive system of medals and decorations awarded to service members. These
medals serve not only as symbols of individual achievement but also as collective recognition of the
valor, dedication, and sacrifice inherent in military service. Understanding the various types of U.S.
military medals, their significance, eligibility criteria, and the order of precedence provides insight
into the military culture and the ways the nation honors its heroes. This comprehensive guide aims
to elucidate the complex landscape of U.S. military medals, offering clarity for veterans, families,
collectors, and civilians alike.

Introduction to U.S. Military Medals

The system of military medals in the United States is a structured hierarchy designed to recognize
different types of service, acts of bravery, and participation in specific campaigns or operations.
Unlike civilian awards, military medals are awarded based on strict criteria, often involving rigorous
review processes. They are classified broadly into three categories:

- Service Medals and Ribbons: Recognize participation in specific campaigns or service in
particular theaters.
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- Personal Decorations: Awarded for acts of heroism or meritorious service.
- Unit Awards: Recognize collective achievements of military units.

The significance of each medal is also reflected in its physical form, with distinctions in design,
ribbon color, and accompanying orders or citations.

Major Categories of U.S. Military Medals
Understanding the classification of medals is fundamental to grasping their importance.
1. Service Medals and Ribbons
These medals acknowledge participation in specific military campaigns, deployments, or service in
designated areas. They often have corresponding ribbon bars worn on uniforms for everyday
recognition.
Examples include:

- National Defense Service Medal: Awarded for honorable active service during designated
periods of conflict or national emergency.

- Global War on Terrorism Service Medal: Recognizes service in support of GWOT operations.

- Korea Defense Service Medal: For service in Korea during specified timeframes.
2. Personal Decorations
These medals are awarded based on individual acts of heroism, bravery, or meritorious service.
Key examples include:

- Medal of Honor: The highest U.S. military decoration, awarded for personal acts of valor above
and beyond the call of duty.

- Distinguished Service Cross / Navy Cross / Air Force Cross: Recognize extraordinary heroism in
combat.

- Silver Star: Awarded for gallantry in action.

3. Unit Awards and Campaign Medals

These recognize collective efforts and participation in specific operations, campaigns, or battles.
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Examples include:

- Presidential Unit Citation: Awarded to units for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed
enemy.

- Vietnam Service Medal: For service during the Vietnam War.

- Afghanistan Campaign Medal: Recognizes participation in operations in Afghanistan.

Order of Precedence and Wear
One of the most intricate aspects of U.S. military medals is the order in which they are worn and
their precedence. This order is governed by Department of Defense directives and varies slightly

among services (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard).

Key principles include:

- The highest awards are worn closest to the heart or top of the ribbon rack.
- Personal decorations generally take precedence over campaign medals.
- Medals awarded for combat heroism are usually worn before service or campaign medals.

Typical order (from top to bottom):
- Medals for valor and heroism (e.g., Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross)
- Service medals (e.g., National Defense Service Medal)
- Campaign and service awards

- Unit awards

Note: Specific regulations detail the exact order and placement, which can vary slightly depending
on the uniform and branch.

Design and Significance of Major Medals

Each medal's design encapsulates symbolism and history.

1. Medal of Honor

- Design: Varies among Army, Navy, and Air Force versions, but all feature a star or medal
suspended from a ribbon with specific colors.
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- Significance: Represents the pinnacle of valor. Its recipients are celebrated as national heroes.
2. Purple Heart

- Design: A purple ribbon with a gold border, featuring a profile of George Washington.

- Significance: Awarded to those wounded or killed in action, symbolizing sacrifice.
3. Silver Star

- Design: Features a silver star with a central medallion depicting the Statue of Liberty.

- Significance: Recognizes gallantry in action against an enemy.
4. Campaign Medals (e.g., Vietnam, Gulf War, Afghanistan)

- Design: Tailored to each campaign, often depicting related imagery or symbols.

- Significance: Mark participation in specific conflicts or operations.

Special Medals and Ribbons

Beyond the primary medals, there are numerous special awards and ribbons that recognize specific
achievements.

Examples include:

- Army Good Conduct Medal: Recognizes exemplary military conduct.

- Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal: For meritorious service or achievement.

- Combat Action Ribbon: Awarded to service members who actively engage or are engaged by
the enemy during combat.
Medals for Distinguished Service and Bravery

These awards are reserved for extraordinary acts that exemplify courage and dedication.

Medal of Honor

- Awarded by the President of the United States in the name of Congress.
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- Criteria involve personal acts of valor above and beyond the call of duty.
- Recipients often become part of national history, with medals presented in ceremonial contexts.

Other High-Level Decorations
- Distinguished Service Medal: Recognizes exceptionally meritorious service to the government.

- Legion of Merit: Awarded for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of
outstanding services.

Recognition of Service and Participation

Medals such as the National Defense Service Medal or the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
acknowledge service in specific contexts without necessarily implying heroism.

Examples:
- Service in designated conflicts or emergencies.
- Deployment to particular regions or platforms.

Medal Regulations and Eligibility Criteria

Each medal's awarding process is governed by strict regulations, often requiring documentation and
approval.

Key points include:
- Service medals require proof of participation or deployment.
- Personal decorations necessitate recommendations from commanding officers.
- Posthumous awards are granted in cases of sacrifice or extraordinary heroism.
Eligibility considerations include:
- Length of service
- Specific acts of bravery

- Participation in designated campaigns or operations

Collecting and Preserving Military Medals
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Military medals are valuable artifacts for collectors, historians, and families. Proper preservation
involves:

- Handling with care to prevent damage.
- Maintaining original ribbons and medals.
- Documenting the context and service record associated with each medal.

Legal considerations:

- Unauthorized sale or possession of medals can be subject to legal restrictions.
- Authenticity verification is essential, especially for rare or high-value medals.

Conclusion: The Significance of Military Medals in American Culture

U.S. military medals embody the values of courage, sacrifice, and service. They serve as tangible
symbols of a service member?s dedication and often tell stories of heroism and perseverance.
Understanding the hierarchy, symbolism, and criteria for these medals enhances appreciation for
the military tradition and the individuals who uphold it. Whether worn proudly on a uniform, displayed
in a collection, or passed down through generations, these medals are integral to the fabric of
American military history and serve as lasting reminders of the sacrifices made in the nation's
defense.

In sum, the complete landscape of United States military medals reflects a complex and
honor-driven system designed to recognize and commemorate the diverse aspects of military
service. From participation in historic campaigns to acts of extraordinary heroism, each medal offers
a narrative of valor, commitment, and sacrifice that continues to inspire Americans and honor those
who serve.

QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of military medals in the United States armed forces?
Military medals in the United States serve to recognize and honor service, achievements, valor, and
specific actions performed by service members during their careers or in combat situations. How
many different types of military medals are there in the U.S. Armed Forces? There are numerous
medals across different branches, including service medals, valor medals, campaign medals, and
unit awards. Each branch?Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard?has its own set
of medals, totaling over a hundred different awards. What is the difference between a service medal
and a valor medal? A service medal is awarded for participation in specific campaigns, service
periods, or commendable service, while a valor medal recognizes acts of heroism, bravery, or
extraordinary heroism during combat or dangerous situations. How does the process of earning a
military medal work? Service members are recommended for medals through their commanding
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officers based on documented acts of achievement or valor. The recommendation undergoes review
and approval before the medal is officially awarded and presented. Can civilians receive military
medals? Generally, military medals are awarded to service members. However, in some cases,
civilians who support military operations or contribute significantly to the armed forces may receive
honorary awards or medals. What is the significance of the Medal of Honor in the U.S. military? The
Medal of Honor is the highest and most prestigious military award in the United States, awarded for
personal acts of valor above and beyond the call of duty during combat. Are military medals worn on
civilian clothing? Yes, military medals can be worn on civilian clothing during certain formal events or
ceremonies, usually following specific guidelines and regulations set by each branch. How can |
learn more about the history and details of specific military medals? You can explore official military
websites, the Institute of Heraldry, or military history resources that provide detailed descriptions,
images, and historical context for each medal. What is the proper way to display military medals?
Medals are typically displayed on a ribbon bar or mounted on a medal mount in a specific order of
precedence, following regulations established by the military branch and the Department of
Defense. Are military medals transferable or inheritable? Military medals are awarded to individuals
and are generally not transferable or inheritable. However, medals can be passed down as personal
or family heirlooms, but official award certificates remain with the recipient's records.

Related keywords: United States military medals, military awards, service medals, valor medals,
medal hierarchy, decoration criteria, military honors, award eligibility, medal types, military
decoration guidelines

Navy Dinner Dress Blues Medal Placement

navy dinner dress blues medal placement is an important aspect of proper military uniform
etiquette, ensuring that service members present themselves with pride and adhere to established
standards. Proper placement of medals and ribbons on the Navy's Dinner Dress Blues (DDB)
uniform not only reflects discipline but also honors the achievements and sacrifices of service
members. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the correct procedures and best
practices for medal placement on the Navy's Dinner Dress Blues, covering everything from basic
positioning to detailed instructions for various medals and ribbons.

Understanding the Navy Dinner Dress Blues Uniform

Before delving into medal placement specifics, it?s essential to understand the components of the
Navy Dinner Dress Blues uniform. The DDB is a formal, ceremonial uniform typically worn for official
dinners, ceremonies, and formal events.
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Components of the Uniform

- Jacket: Navy blue, double-breasted with gold buttons

- Shirt: White, long-sleeved

- Tie: Black or navy blue necktie

- Pants: Matching navy blue trousers

- Accessories: White gloves (if required), black dress shoes, and belt

- Medals and Ribbons: Worn on the left chest area in specific configurations

Medal and Ribbon Placement Principles

Proper placement of medals and ribbons is governed by formal uniform regulations, primarily
outlined in the Navy Uniform Regulations and the Naval Award and Decoration Manual. The main
principles include:

- Medals and ribbons are worn on the left side of the uniform.

- They should be centered vertically and aligned horizontally.

- The medals and ribbons should be worn in order of precedence, from top to bottom, starting
with the highest award on the wearer?s right side.

- Medals are worn with the ribbons or miniature medals depending on the occasion and
regulations.

Medals vs. Ribbons: Key Differences
Understanding the difference between medals and ribbons is crucial for correct placement:
- Medals: Full-sized, three-dimensional awards worn during formal ceremonies on the left chest.
- Ribbons: Smaller, flat versions of medals worn on less formal occasions or when medals are not

required.

In most cases, service members will wear ribbons on the Dinner Dress Blues, reserving medals for
very formal events.

Medal Placement on Navy Dinner Dress Blues
Proper medal placement involves specific guidelines for arrangement, spacing, and alignment.

Wearing Full-Size Medals
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- Medals are typically worn on the left chest, with the ribbons directly above or below the medals.

- When wearing multiple medals, they should be arranged from right to left in order of
precedence.

- Medals are attached to ribbons, which are hung from a bar or clasp.

Miniature Medals and Ribbons

- Miniature medals are worn on the Service Dress Uniform during formal occasions and are
smaller replicas of the full medals.
- Ribbons are worn in rows, with each ribbon representing a specific medal or award.

Positioning and Spacing

- The medals and ribbons should be aligned in a straight row.

- The top of the ribbons or medals should be approximately 1 to 2 inches from the top of the left
breast pocket.

- Medals should be spaced evenly, with a standard gap of about 1/8 to 1/4 inch between each
medal or ribbon.

Step-by-Step Guide to Medal Placement

Follow these steps for proper placement:

- Identify the Medals and Ribbons: Gather all medals and ribbons to be worn, organized by
precedence.

- Determine the Starting Point: Position the top row of ribbons or medals approximately 1 to 2
inches from the top of the left breast pocket.

- Arrange in Order of Precedence: Place the highest-ranking medals or ribbons on the
wearer?s right side, moving leftward for lower awards.

- Align Horizontally: Ensure all medals or ribbons are aligned along a straight horizontal line.

- Secure Properly: Attach medals with appropriate clips or pins, ensuring they are securely
fastened and lie flat against the uniform.

- Check for Uniformity: Confirm that spacing, alignment, and positioning are consistent across
all medals and ribbons.

Specific Medal Placement Guidelines

Different medals have specific placement rules based on their type, precedence, and occasion.
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Medals on Dinner Dress Blues

- Full-size medals are generally worn during formal ceremonies.

- They are attached to ribbons, which are mounted on a bar.

- The medals should be worn from right to left in order of precedence.

- The top of the medal bar should be approximately 1-2 inches from the top of the left breast
pocket.

Ribbons on Dinner Dress Blues
- Ribbons are worn in rows, with the top row closest to the collar.
- They are typically arranged in a single or multiple rows depending on the number of awards.
- Ribbons are worn in order of precedence, with the highest awards on the rightmost side.
Miniature Medals
- Worn for formal occasions when full-sized medals are not appropriate.
- Positioned similarly to full medals, with the top about 1-2 inches from the top of the pocket.

- Miniatures are usually worn on Service Dress Blue uniforms, not on Dinner Dress Blues, but
their placement principles are similar.

Special Considerations for Medal Placement
Certain medals and awards have unique placement rules or considerations:
Unit and Service Awards
- Usually worn in a specific order alongside personal decorations.
- When wearing multiple awards, ensure that the most prestigious are placed to the right.
Multiple Medals of the Same Type
- When wearing multiple awards of the same medal, they are worn side by side, maintaining

consistent spacing and alignment.
- The order of wear is determined by the date of award or precedence.
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Medal Bars and Ribbons with Devices

- Devices such as oak leaf clusters, stars, or other attachments are added to denote additional
awards.
- Placement of devices should be consistent and follow regulations.

Tips for Ensuring Proper Medal and Ribbon Placement

- Always consult the latest Navy uniform regulations for updates.

- Use a mirror or seek assistance to ensure alignment.

- Keep medals and ribbons clean and well-maintained.

- Practice uniforming yourself regularly to maintain proper standards.

- When in doubt, refer to official Navy guidance or consult with a uniform regulations specialist.

Conclusion

Proper placement of medals on the Navy Dinner Dress Blues is a mark of discipline,
professionalism, and respect for military traditions. By understanding the regulations governing
medal and ribbon arrangement, service members can confidently wear their awards correctly,
honoring their achievements while presenting a polished and respectful appearance. Remember,
attention to detail in uniform presentation reflects dedication and pride in service, making the correct
placement of medals not just a matter of regulation but also a reflection of personal integrity and
respect for the Navy's rich heritage.

Navy Dinner Dress Blues Medal Placement: A Comprehensive Guide

The United States Navy has a storied tradition of uniform standards that symbolize discipline,
professionalism, and respect for service. Among these standards, the proper placement of medals
on the Navy Dinner Dress Blues is a detail that reflects a service member?s decorum and
adherence to military protocol. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the intricacies
involved in medal placement on Navy Dinner Dress Blues, offering clarity for service members,
uniform enthusiasts, and historians alike.

Understanding the Significance of Medal Placement in the Navy

Medals and ribbons serve as visual representations of a sailor?s accomplishments, awards, and
service history. Their placement on the uniform is not arbitrary but governed by strict regulations
designed to maintain uniformity and dignity.
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The Navy?s uniform regulations emphasize that medals should be worn in accordance with
prescribed standards to ensure that each service member?s achievements are displayed correctly
and respectfully. Proper placement signifies attention to detail and pride in one's service.

Overview of the Navy Dinner Dress Blues Uniform

The Navy Dinner Dress Blues (also known as Dinner Dress Whites or Formal Dress uniforms) are
formal uniforms worn during official dinners, ceremonies, and other formal events. These uniforms
are distinguished by their sharp appearance, and the placement of medals and ribbons plays an
essential role in their presentation.

Key features of the Dinner Dress Blues include:

- Dark navy blue coat and trousers

- White shirt with stand-up collar

- Black bow tie

- Ribbons and medals displayed on the left breast

Understanding the specific positioning of medals on this uniform is essential for maintaining proper
decorum.

Medal Placement Regulations in the Navy

The Navy?s uniform regulation, NAVPERS 15665I (Navy Uniform Regulations), provides detailed
guidance on how medals and ribbons are to be worn. Although the regulation primarily covers
ribbons, the placement of full medals follows similar principles.

Key principles include:
- Medals are worn on the left side of the uniform.
- They are hung from ribbons, which are attached to a bar.
- Medals should be arranged in order of precedence, from top to bottom or left to right, based on

the specific occasion and uniform type.

For Dinner Dress Blues, the focus is primarily on medals worn as full-sized medals, although ribbons
are often worn during less formal occasions.

Medal Placement on the Left Chest
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The standard practice is to position medals on the left chest, centered between the shoulder seam
and the top of the pocket. The placement must be consistent and aligned horizontally.

Guidelines for placement include:

- The top of the medal should be approximately 1/8 inch (3mm) above the top of the pocket flap.

- Medals should be hung from their ribbons, which are attached to the uniform?s medal bar.

- When multiple medals are worn, they are arranged in order of precedence, from top to bottom,
with the highest award placed closest to the collar.

Arranging multiple medals:

- Medals are aligned on a single medal bar.

- The spacing between medals should be uniform, typically around 1/8 inch.

- When medals of different sizes are worn together, care should be taken to ensure visual
balance.

Order of Precedence and Medal Arrangement

Proper order of precedence is essential for displaying medals correctly. The Navy follows a specific
sequence, often listed in the order of importance or the date of award.

Common medals in order of precedence include:

- Medal of Honor

- Navy Cross

- Silver Star

- Legion of Merit

- Distinguished Flying Cross

- Bronze Star

- Purple Heart

- Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal
- Other campaign, service, and unit medals

When wearing multiple medals, arrange them in this order from top to bottom, starting with the
highest precedence.

Medal Placement Variations Based on Occasions
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Different formal events and uniform types may have slight variations in medal placement:

- Full-sized medals: Worn on dinner dress uniforms, properly aligned on the left chest.

- Ribbons: Worn on service uniforms or less formal occasions, in rows of ribbons on the left
breast.

- Miniature medals: Often worn on evening dress or civilian attire for ceremonies.
The key is consistency and adherence to the specific uniform regulation for the event.

Special Considerations for Medal Placement on Dinner Dress Blues

While general rules provide a solid foundation, several specific considerations are relevant for
Dinner Dress Blues:

Medals with Different Sizes and Shapes
Some medals are larger or differently shaped than others. When worn together:
- The top of all medals should align horizontally.
- Medals should be arranged in order of precedence.
- Larger medals may slightly overshadow smaller ones if not carefully positioned, so spacing and
alignment are critical.
Medals for Multiple Awards of the Same Decoration
When a service member has earned the same medal multiple times:
- They are represented by service stars or devices attached to the ribbon bar.
- Full-sized medals are worn once, with devices indicating subsequent awards.
Medals with Clusters or Devices
Devices such as stars, oak leaves, or campaign clasps are attached to ribbons or medals to denote

additional awards or campaigns.

- These do not affect the placement of the medals on the uniform but should be worn properly
when medals are displayed.



complete guide to united states military medals 1 Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 12

Practical Tips for Correct Medal Placement

To ensure proper presentation, consider the following tips:

- Use a proper medal rack or bar: Ensures medals are aligned and spaced correctly.

- Check uniform regulations regularly: Regulations may be updated; stay current with official
guidance.

- Practice placement: Use a mirror or take photos to verify correct alignment.

- Maintain medals: Keep medals clean and free of damage to uphold the uniform's appearance.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Incorrect order of precedence: Wearing medals out of sequence diminishes the display?s
professionalism.

- Misalignment: Medals not aligned horizontally or placed unevenly.

- Inconsistent spacing: Varying gaps between medals can look unprofessional.

- Improper height: Medals worn too high or too low relative to the pocket flap.

- Using damaged or unpolished medals: Neglecting to maintain medals can detract from their
significance.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Medal Placement

Proper placement of medals on Navy Dinner Dress Blues is a reflection of discipline, respect, and
pride in service. Adherence to the established regulations ensures that each service member?s
awards are displayed with dignity and uniformity. While the rules may seem meticulous, they serve
to uphold the high standards of Navy tradition and professionalism.

For service members preparing for formal occasions, taking the time to understand and correctly
implement medal placement is essential. Not only does it honor the achievements represented by
each medal, but it also demonstrates a commitment to the Navy?s core values of honor, courage,
and commitment.

In sum, mastery of medal placement on Dinner Dress Blues is more than a matter of protocol; it is a
testament to a sailor?s respect for the uniform and the proud history it embodies.

QuestionAnswer Where should medals be placed on a Navy dinner dress blue uniform? Medals
on a Navy dinner dress blue uniform are typically worn centered above the left breast pocket, with
the top of the ribbons aligned in a straight horizontal line. Are medals worn on the dinner dress blue
uniform in the same manner as on service dress uniforms? No, on dinner dress blue uniforms,
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medals are worn as ribbons and are centered above the left breast pocket, whereas on service
dress uniforms, medals are worn as full-sized medals or ribbons on the chest. What is the proper
placement for medals if multiple awards are worn on the dinner dress blue uniform? All ribbons
should be worn in a single row centered above the left breast pocket, with the highest-ranking medal
or ribbon placed at the top, ensuring a neat and aligned appearance. Are medals or ribbons worn on
the Navy dinner dress blue uniform during formal events? Yes, medals and ribbons are worn on the
dinner dress blue uniform during formal events, with ribbons placed properly above the pocket as
per regulations for a polished appearance. Can medals be worn on the Navy dinner dress blue
uniform if they are not authorized for that occasion? No, medals should only be worn on the dinner
dress blue uniform when authorized and appropriate for the event, following the proper placement
guidelines to maintain uniform standards.

Related keywords: navy dress blues, medal placement, uniform regulations, military dress uniform,

navy awards, dress blues insignia, military medal positioning, navy uniform standards, formal
military attire, service dress medals
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